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Dear Friends (LM and AM clerks & correspondents),

We have been asked to contribute to the Scottish COVID-19 Inquiry, with the GM clerks making a witness statement on the 17th December, over a three-hour interview.
It would be very helpful if AMs, elders (or equivalent) and pastoral care groups could send us any easily available minutes, documents or other information on the effects of the pandemic on Meetings and individual Friends. Apologies for the short notice, but this has come up rather quickly.
The Scottish COVID-19 Inquiry is investigating the strategic response to the COVID-19 pandemic in devolved areas in Scotland.
The Scottish COVID-19 Inquiry has also been asked to make recommendations when it reports. Its recommendations will aim to ensure that Scotland is better prepared for any future pandemics.
Our statement will be on the effects on the Quaker community in Scotland only, not on wider aspects of the health and care systems. From the terms of reference, the sections applying to us are primarily:
To investigate the strategic elements of the handling of the pandemic relating to:
a. pandemic planning and exercises carried out by the Scottish Government;
b. the decisions to lockdown and to apply other restrictions and the impact of those restrictions;
f. the requirement for shielding and associated assistance programmes, provided or supported by public agencies;
Much of the effect on Quaker communities relates to how they were sustained during lockdown, particularly on the use of video conferencing in doing so. Some of this was very positive, and we have minutes from a special General Meeting in February 2021 to help us.
I am less aware of any negative impacts on meetings and individual Friends and would be grateful for anything you can let me know about within this restricted timescale.
With thanks,
Michael Hutchinson
Susan Mitchell
GM clerks
Michael Hutchinson
Clerk: General Meeting for Scotland (Quakers)
scotfriendsclerk@gmail.com
0141 7707865
07538 710417
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