 Notices for Sunday 16 October

1. Meeting for worship on weekdays at 8.00 am, on Wednesdays at 12.30 and on Sundays at 9.30 and 11 am. 

2. A Meeting for Worship at the Glasite Meeting House will be held next Sunday at 7pm at 33 Barony Street (on the junction with Albany Lane; enter by the Albany Lane door; if shut, press buzzer 7).  More information from the clerk
3. A short introduction to Quakerism will be held down in the Bow Room immediately after Meeting.
4. Welcome visitors.  Join us for tea/coffee and light lunch afterwards.  Visitor’s book

5. Report from Area Meeting for Worship for Business was held yesterday in Kinghorn in Fife.  Janet Grimwade will give a brief report.
6. The Book Group will meet here at 1.15 today.  Rachel Frith
7. Reading the Bible with Friends. Tuesday 18 October here 7-9pm.  Henry Thompson
8. Residential General Meeting will be held in Edinburgh on 12/13 November. If you are intending to have your meals here, John Fox would like to receive your booking by next Friday 21st October.  There is still time to download a booking form from http://www.quakerscotland.org/gmquestionnaires_forms which should be returned to John or contact him directly. One of the items which will be considered at General Meeting is the response to the government consultation on same sex marriage that has been drafted on our behalf by the working group appointed by GM.  In the light of the considerable publicity that has been given to the views of the Roman Catholic hierarchy on this issue, the working group thinks it important that as many Friends as possible also respond as individuals to this consultation.  This can be done by letter or postcard to the Scottish Government, Consultation on Same Sex Marriage, St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG or by completing the official consultation form which is available at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17867/samesex and the closing date for receipt of responses is 9 December.
9. New Students.  Sarah Martin coordinates get-togethers for students.  smartoak@gmail.com
10. The Hardest Hit  Rally.  It is estimated that £9 billion will be cut from  Disability Benefits as a result of the Welfare Reform Bill now going through the Westminster Parliament.  The most vulnerable in our society are likely to be hardest hit by cuts to essential benefits such as Disability Living Allowance andEmployment and Support Allowance as a result of the Bill .  There is a 'Hardest Hit' protest rally next Saturday, October 22nd, at 11 am at the Ross Bandstand in Princes Street Garden led by people with disabilities

11. This week is Debt week.  Postcards from Jubilee Scotland are on the table.  If you feel able to do so, complete a postcard and send it off to your MSP to support the Drop the Debt Campaign which seeks to set Scotland up as a seat for debt arbitration for poor and indebted developing countries with unfair and unjust debts which are the legacy of former military dictators.
12. Mutually Exclusive, one day conference organized by the Metropolitan Church for anyone who is interested in exploring the intersectionality of faith and belief with sexual orientation and gender identity.  There are two speakers as well as workshops.  Wednesday 19 October at the Marriott Hotel in Glasgow starting at 9.30am; www.mutuallyexclusive.co.uk
13. Bowl on the table for contributions to the expenses of this Meeting in particular and to Quaker work.

14. As Quakers we all share responsibility for the meeting. If you have any questions about the meeting, or about Quakerism in general, please feel free to talk to the person next to you. If they cannot help, they will probably be able to suggest someone who can
15. We will now hear from ‘Advice and Query’ and resume our silence for a few minutes.

