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Trusted Research and Innovation Self-Assessment
Background
UKRI’s Trusted Research and Innovation (TR&I) Programme is designed to protect the intellectual property, sensitive research, people, and infrastructure that we support from potential theft, misuse, and exploitation, whether involving international collaborations or programmes and activities delivered solely in the UK.

We expect Project Leads to work with their team, and those with institutional responsibilities in their organisation (e.g. research support staff, TR&I professionals, HR or IT as appropriate), to identify Trusted Research and Innovation risks and introduce mitigations as appropriate. Leads should use the following sections to show that they are assessing risks, mitigating them where appropriate and are complying with relevant legislation, terms and conditions, and institutional policies. 

Leads should add text to all answer boxes below and can expand them if they need more space. 
EPSRC developed this document for use across a range of funding opportunities and applications. We appreciate, therefore, that some sections below may be less relevant to applications for compute time on high performance computing (HPC) systems. We are particularly interested here in acquiring additional information about export control licences, the involvement of collaborators, the potential for misuse, and any mitigations.

We also appreciate that this application is for compute time rather than funds but include information about research grant conditions below to raise awareness of the TR&I programme and our overarching expectations of our community.

The links below provide helpful background information. 
· UKRI Trusted Research and Innovation: principles and expectations
· Trusted research and innovation – UKRI
· Trusted Research Guidance for Academia | NPSA 
· Trusted Research - Countries and Conferences | NPSA 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Trusted Research Evaluation Framework | NPSA 



Self-Assessment
	Opportunity
	Access to high performance computing facilities: autumn 2025

	Application Reference
	APP95787

	Application Title
	LURID4: Longitudinal study of the World Wide Web: Detecting LLM output

	Project Lead
	Prof. H S Thompson

	Email address
	ht@inf.ed.ac.uk



1. Review the academic export control guidance and state whether this project requires any export control licences. If so, confirm you will work (or are working) with colleagues and staff at your institution to acquire the licences before relevant collaborative activities take place. 

Please appreciate that: 
· export controls may apply to data and algorithms as well as to products and services
· the notion of an export may cover routine activities such as sending emails outside the UK
· the exemption for basic scientific research does not apply if there are end-use, end-user, or destination concerns
 
If you are unsure about export control risks and requirements, please confirm that you will work with colleagues and staff at your institution to acquire any required export control licences before collaborative activities take place.  
 
Note that RGC 2.2.2 in the UKRI standard terms and conditions for research grants requires organisations in receipt of UKRI funding to have export control licences in place before relevant collaborative activities take place.

In addition to the above, please mention any export control licences already acquired that are relevant to this project.

	The proposed work does not require any export control licences.  The proposed work is basic scientific research, to be carried out by the applicant and as MSc student projects.  There are no overseas collaborators, and the data and software used is all public domain.
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
2. Is there the potential for misuse of research? If so, please explain any mitigations that help to manage these risks.

Research with the potential for misuse is defined as research that is undertaken to provide benefits but has the potential to be used for harmful purposes, cause harm through accidental release, or be targeted for malicious intent.
 
Research can be misused in both domestic and international contexts. See UKRI’s guidance on Trusted Research and Innovation for more information about the international context.
 
Consider all elements of research, including research tools and technologies, all intended outputs and scenarios beyond intended applications.
 
If you are unsure, consider if your research:
· could benefit a hostile state actor or actors (for instance hostile state actors, domestic terrorism and/or organised crime)
· has a potential military application 
· has potential biological security relevance 
· could support activities in countries with different ethical standards, such as internal surveillance and repression 
 
	 The proposed work does not have the potential to be used for harmful purposes, to cause harm through accidental release, or to be targeted for malicious intent.
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
3. Sensitive information includes, among other things, personal information, financial data, health records, intellectual property, and classified information that presents threats to national security. State whether this project involves sensitive information and any mitigations to manage risks associated with its storage, use, and transfer.
 
Note that NPSA provides helpful advice about risks related to the access and use of sensitive data.  
	 No sensitive information will play any role in the proposed project. 


 
4. Explain the contribution and involvement of any collaborators and describe any relevant risk-based assessments or reports used to assess them and explain any relevant mitigations to manage risks associated with these collaborations, paying particular attention to organisations from regions with trade restrictions, trade sanctions, an arms embargo, and subsidiaries with parent companies in these regions. Note that risks may arise through both domestic and international collaborations.

	 
No collaborators outside the University of Edinburgh will be involved in the proposed project.
 
 
 
 


 
5. Describe how you will assess potential new collaborations during the lifetime of the award and the processes you will use to determine whether to develop these partnerships.
 
Note that RGC 2.6.2 in the UKRI standard terms and conditions for research grants requires organisations in receipt of UKRI funding to undertake appropriate due diligence on collaborative partners before any collaboration between parties begins.
	 
 We do not anticipate any new collaborations, and in any case the short duration of  the project makes this impossible.
 
 


 
6. Do you expect this work to generate intellectual assets, and if so, how will you protect those assets? 
	 
 The proposed work is not intended to produce intellectual assets, and it is unlikely that any will arise, but if they did we would seek advice from Edinburgh Innovations.
 
 


 
7. State whether collaborators can access any UK Critical National Infrastructure, national databases, or UKRI-funded research infrastructure as part of this activity. 
	 No collaborators.



 
8. For this UKRI-supported activity, explain more broadly any relevant profiling of TR&I risks and mention any other mitigations (where not detailed above), including, for example, signing collaboration agreements, completing training courses, such as HEECA training, putting limits on what visitors can access, seeking advice from expert bodies, and restricting interactions with partners to specific work packages or elements of research.  

	 
 N/A 
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